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Genealogy and history abound 

Alibrary opened in Fort Dodge years before the first shot
of the Civil War was fired and some form of library
has existed ever since.

However, the initial library, which was opened in 1855 by the
Fort Dodge Literary Society, was a private operation available
only to those who paid a $2 membership fee.

The current library is open to the public at no cost and offers
32,000 square feet of books.    

History buffs can take advantage of the presence of resources
from the Webster County Historical Society and the Webster
County Genealogical Society. Society members are readily avail-
able to patrons who seek to learn more about their family “story”
or the region’s rich heritage.

The Fort Dodge Public Library sits nestled on Fort
Dodge’s City Square. The $5.4 million library opened in
January 2000 and is a state-of-the-art facility.

A rural cemetery movement that started on the East Coast influenced Oakland Cemetery’s winding roads and
hills. The 40-acre cemetery, located off North 15th Street, was designed in 1859. The graves of many influential
people from the community’s past are in this graveyard, which is on the National Register of Historic Places. This
year, the annual fund-raising cemetery walk will be held June 13 at the cemetery with costumed actors portraying
characters from the community’s past.
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 No Matter Where You Go
 In Webster County,
 We’re
 THERE! THERE! THERE!

 FORT DODGE

 Downtown District
 Gene Moeller Oil Co
 Daniel Pharmacy
 Pop n Go
 Kum n Go 
 Speedway Cafe
 YMCA
 Family Dollar
 3rd Base Bar and Grill
 Choices Restaurant
 Heartland
 The Messenger
 Post Office
 Central Park Cafe
 Snell Building
 Club Fitness
 Zakeers
 Fareway
 Hardees
 Brownies Cafe
 King Koin Laundry

 www.messengernews.net

 West
 Caseys General Store
 P&P Convenience
 Dales Corner Cafe
 Sparky’s
 Sun Market ad Deli
 Tom Thumb Hamburgers
 Trinity Regional Hospital
 Self-Serv Laundry
 Fort Dodge Labs
 Pop n Go 2

 North
 Tom Thumb Deli and DQ
 Caseys
 The Station
 Evergreen Apartments
 Village Inn
 Regency Realtors

 South
 Caseys General Store
 Modern Shoe Repair

 East
 Caseys General Store
 HyVee

 Ampride
 Doc’s Stop
 Walgreens
 Kum n Go
 Sun Market and Deli
 Chefs Kitchen
 Sears
 JC Penneys
 Crossroads Mall
 Godfathers Pizza
 Applebees
 Advanced Auto
 Tropical Smoothie
 Tobacco Outlet
 Hickory House
 Wal-Mart
 Drug Town
 Sunshine Laundry

 HARCOURT
 Downtown Vendor
 Sparkys

 BADGER
 Fastway

 GOWRIE
 Caseys General Store
 Dayton Community Grocery
 Downtown Vendor

 DAYTON
 Caseys General Store
 Dayton Community Grocery
 Downtown Vendor

 VINCENT
 Downtown Vendor

 CALLENDAR
 Downtown Vendor

 MOORLAND
 Post Office Vendor

 BARNUM
 Downtown Vendor

 CLARE
 Downtown Vendor

 LEHIGH
 Downtown Vendor

 DUNCOMBE
 Duncombe Gas n Grocery

 COALVILLE
 Pop-n-Go




